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2006 changed the Older Americans Act fund-
ing formula to ensure states received a guar-
anteed funding level. This is known as the 
‘‘Hold Harmless Funding Formula.’’ Due to 
Colorado’s growing senior population and this 
provision from 2006, Colorado (among other 
states) saw massive cuts during sequestration 
when other states did not. 

Instead of allowing the funding to go to 
states with growing senior populations, the 
hold harmless funding formula in the current 
reauthorization continues the disproportionate 
trend. It prevents funding in states with lower 
senior populations from going to states with 
growing levels of senior citizens. While I am 
supportive of the services provided by the 
Older Americans Act, Congress’ priority should 
be ensuring the stability of the programs upon 
which millions of seniors around the country 
depend. 

I believe that moving forward, it is impera-
tive that steps are taken in future reauthoriza-
tions to safeguard services for all seniors re-
gardless of their state of residence. It is my 
hope that as Congress continues to address 
issues that are important to all senior citizens, 
we find a path forward to address the issue 
I’ve raised today. 
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Wednesday, July 6, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, as a member of 
the Colorado Delegation of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, I am highlighting an issue of 
importance to Colorado and its community of 
senior citizens. Earlier this year, Congress 
passed the Older Americans Act Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 and sent it to the President 
for his signature. This reauthorization ensures 
that a wide range of social and nutritional 
services, directed to assist senior citizens, is 
not disrupted. While the reauthorization im-
proves the status quo for the state of Colo-
rado, I still have concerns about the continuing 
inequity in funding going to our state in com-
parison to the rest of the country. 

In an attempt to protect certain states with 
shrinking senior populations, Congress in 
2006 changed the Older Americans Act fund-
ing formula to ensure states received a guar-
anteed funding level. This is known as the 
‘‘Hold Harmless Funding Formula.’’ Due to 
Colorado’s growing senior population and this 
provision from 2006, Colorado (among other 
states) saw massive cuts during sequestration 
when other states did not. 

Instead of allowing the funding to go to 
states with growing senior populations, the 
hold harmless funding formula in the current 
reauthorization continues the disproportionate 
trend. It prevents funding in states with lower 
senior populations from going to states with 
growing levels of senior citizens. While I am 
supportive of the services provided by the 
Older Americans Act, Congress’ priority should 
be ensuring the stability of the programs upon 
which millions of seniors around the country 
depend. 

I believe that moving forward, it is impera-
tive that steps are taken in future reauthoriza-
tions to safeguard services for all seniors re-
gardless of their state of residence. It is my 

hope that as Congress continues to address 
issues that are important to all senior citizens, 
we find a path forward to address the issue 
I’ve raised today. 
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the Colorado Delegation of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, I am highlighting an issue 
of importance to Colorado and its community 
of senior citizens. Earlier this year, Congress 
passed the Older Americans Act Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 and sent it to the President 
for his signature. This reauthorization ensures 
that a wide range of social and nutritional 
services, directed to assist senior citizens, is 
not disrupted. While the reauthorization im-
proves the status quo for the state of Colo-
rado, I still have concerns about the continuing 
inequity in funding going to our state in com-
parison to the rest of the country. 

In an attempt to protect certain states with 
shrinking senior populations, Congress in 
2006 changed the Older Americans Act fund-
ing formula to ensure states received a guar-
anteed funding level. This is known as the 
‘‘Hold Harmless Funding Formula.’’ Due to 
Colorado’s growing senior population and this 
provision from 2006, Colorado (among other 
states) saw massive cuts during sequestration 
when other states did not. 

Instead of allowing the funding to go to 
states with growing senior populations, the 
hold harmless funding formula in the current 
reauthorization continues the disproportionate 
trend. It prevents funding in states with lower 
senior populations from going to states with 
growing levels of senior citizens. While I am 
supportive of the services provided by the 
Older Americans Act, Congress’ priority should 
be ensuring the stability of the programs upon 
which millions of seniors around the country 
depend. 

I believe that moving forward, it is impera-
tive that steps are taken in future reauthoriza-
tions to safeguard services for all seniors re-
gardless of their state of residence. It is my 
hope that as Congress continues to address 
issues that are important to all senior citizens, 
we find a path forward to address the issue 
I’ve raised today. 
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the Colorado Delegation of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, I am highlighting an issue 
of importance to Colorado and its community 
of senior citizens. Earlier this year, Congress 
passed the Older Americans Act Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 and sent it to the President 
for his signature. This reauthorization ensures 
that a wide range of social and nutritional 
services, directed to assist senior citizens, is 
not disrupted. While the reauthorization im-

proves the status quo for the state of Colo-
rado, I still have concerns about the continuing 
inequity in funding going to our state in com-
parison to the rest of the country. 

In an attempt to protect certain states with 
shrinking senior populations, Congress in 
2006 changed the Older Americans Act fund-
ing formula to ensure states received a guar-
anteed funding level. This is known as the 
‘‘Hold Harmless Funding Formula.’’ Due to 
Colorado’s growing senior population and this 
provision from 2006, Colorado (among other 
states) saw massive cuts during sequestration 
when other states did not. 

Instead of allowing the funding to go to 
states with growing senior populations, the 
hold harmless funding formula in the current 
reauthorization continues the disproportionate 
trend. It prevents funding in states with lower 
senior populations from going to states with 
growing levels of senior citizens. While I am 
supportive of the services provided by the 
Older Americans Act, Congress’ priority should 
be ensuring the stability of the programs upon 
which millions of seniors around the country 
depend. 

In believe that moving forward, it is impera-
tive that steps are taken in future reauthoriza-
tions to safeguard services for all seniors re-
gardless of their state of residence. It is my 
hope that as Congress continues to address 
issues that are important to all senior citizens, 
we find a path forward to address the issue 
I’ve raised today. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Han Wen Zhang of Clements High School 
for being selected as the Exchange Club of 
Sugar Land’s Youth of the Year. 

Han Wen, a senior at Clements High 
School, was submitted as a Youth of the Year 
by the Sugar Land Exchange Club. This honor 
recognizes students who have attained high 
levels of scholastic achievement, community 
involvement and leadership. Han Wen em-
bodies these characteristics. She is not only 
an AP National Scholar, but also fluent in 
English, Chinese and French. She has been 
issued a diploma of proficiency by The French 
Ministry of National Education and has taught 
French at Colony Bend Elementary School. 
Han Wen won first place in the Clements High 
School Texas French Symposium in the indi-
vidual experienced division. She is also the 
President of the French National Honor Soci-
ety and former President of the French Club. 
She has also worked on art projects with 
DePelchin Center and Advocates of Healthy 
Minds in Fort Bend County. Having achieved 
so much in her young life, we can only imag-
ine the great accomplishments that lie in her 
future. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Han Wen Zhang for being selected as the 
Exchange Club of Sugar Land’s Youth of the 
Year. Our community is very proud of her and 
can’t wait to see what she does next. 
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